
Best of the midwest

Harbor Country, Michigan

By Amy Carr
Be as active or as lazy as you like: This accommodating resort area offers lots to do, and no pressure to do any of it. 

	Though technically not part of Harbor Country, nearby Michigan City, Indiana, offers one of the best lodging options for families, Beachwalk Resort (202 Beachwalk Ln, Michigan City, IN; 800-814-7501, beachwalkresort.com). Colorfully painted cottages and white picket fences give the community—a mix of renters and permanent residents—a real neighborhood feel. But the extras (tennis court, swimming pool, live music, scavenger hunts) are the big selling point. In addition to Lake Michigan beach access, Beachwalk has its own private lake. We’d planned to rent one of the resort’s paddle boats but couldn’t get the kids to stop diving off the inflatable crocodile-shaped trampoline long enough to go for a cruise. Next time.
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Whenever we’re in the area, we always make time for a stop at Redamak’s (616 E Buffalo St, New Buffalo, MI; 269-469-4522, redamaks.com), a no-frills joint where the burgers come wrapped in waxed paper and the spicy curly fries are served up in a paper bowl. Save room for dessert at Oink’s Dutch Treat (227 W Buffalo St, New Buffalo, MI; 269-469-3535), a pig-centric ice cream place your family will go hog wild (sorry) over. You’ll find tourists at both of those sites, but the Tree House (3103 E U.S. Hwy 12, Long Beach, IN; 219-872-2877, treehouselongbeach.com) remains a relatively well-kept secret. We dined on cleverly named “sand witches” such as the Hermione (warm pita stuffed with house-made hummus, roasted red peppers, kalamata olives and goat cheese), then sucked down Blue Moon and Red Stripe while the boys roamed around the restaurant’s backyard, playing basketball, Wiffle ball and cornhole, a popular Midwestern game that’s a lot like a beanbag toss…only with bags of corn, not beans.
